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Greeting & Announcements 
 

Prelude 
   

PROCLAMATION: THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST         Luke 24:44-53 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you - that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 

high.”
 
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven.
 
And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and 

they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

The Word of  God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God!        

 

Call to Worship      The Ascension—UMH 323 

   
Singing: Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

Everliving God, 

your eternal Christ once dwelt on earth, 

confined by time and space. 

Give us faith to discern in every time and place 

the presence among us 

of him who is head over all things and fills all, 

even Jesus Christ our ascended Lord. Amen. 

 

Singing: Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
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Hymn of Praise          How  Firm  Foundation —UMH 529; vs. 1-4 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word! 

What more can He say than to you He hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 

“Fear not I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen and help thee, and cause thee to stand 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow; 

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
 

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply; 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.” 
 

Morning Prayer 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 

Call to Prayer      Cares Chorus—TFWS 2215 

 
I cast all my cares upon You, 

I lay all of my burdens down at Your feet, 

And anytime that I don't know what to do, 

I will cast all my cares upon You. 

 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in  

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our  

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen 
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A Time for Children     

 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Brandon Michael McGilvray 

24 May 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CANDIDATE 

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

To the Parents, Candidate, and Sponsors: 

 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: Do you reject all that is evil, repent of your 

sin, and accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and 

oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 

 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and 

promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened 

to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 

 

To the Parents and Sponsors: 

 

Will you nurture Brandon in Christ’s holy Church, that by your teaching and example he 

may be guided to accept God’s grace for himself, to profess his faith openly, and to 

lead a Christian life? 

I will. 

 

To the Congregation: 

 

Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your 

commitment to Christ? 

We do. 
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Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life, include Brandon now before 

you in your care, and surround him with a community of love and forgiveness? 

We will. 

 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of 

the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and 

the dead. 

 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 

Eternal Father, your mighty acts of salvation have been made known through water—

from the moving of your Spirit upon the waters of creation, to the deliverance of your 

people through the flood and through the Red Sea. In the fullness of time you sent Je-

sus, nurtured in the water of a womb, baptized by John, and anointed by your Spirit. He 

called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make 

disciples of all nations. Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless the gift of water and Brandon 

who receives it, to wash away the mark of sin and clothe him in righteousness through-

out his life that, dying and being raised with Christ, he may share in his final victory; 

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BAPTISM WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS 

 

Brandon Michael,  I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may 

be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Hymn of Preparation               This is the Spirit’s Entry Now – UMH 608 
 
This is the Spirit’s entry now: the water and the word, 
The cross of Jesus on your brow, the seal both felt and heard. 
 
Let water be the sacred sign that we must die each day, 
To rise again by his design as followers of his way. 
 
Renewing Spirit, hear our praise for your baptismal power 
That washes us through all our days. Lord, cleanse again this hour. 
 

The Word in Music     Great High Mountain 

 
Once I stood at the foot of a great high mountain 

That I wanted so much to climb, 

And on top of this mountain was a beautiful fountain 

That flows with the water of life. 

 

I fell down on my knees at the foot of this mountain; 

I cried, "O Lord what must I do? 

I want to climb this mountain, I want to drink from this fountain 

That flows so clear in my view." 

 

Then I heard a sweet voice from the top of this mountain 

Saying, "Child put your hand in mine." 

I started climbing slowly, "Watch your steps at the edges, 

And take one step at a time." 

 

I started climbing upward, taking one step at a time; 

The higher I got, the harder I climbed. 

 

I'm still climbing upward, and my journey's almost ended. 

I'm nearing the top, and you ought to see the view! 

Oh, the water flows freely, there's enough to make you free; 

So friend, if you're thirsty climb this mountain with me! 
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Scripture Reading      1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-7 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you 

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 

glory is revealed.
 
If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 

spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. Humble yourselves therefore 

under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all your  

anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 

 

The Word of  God for the people of God 

 Thanks be to God!        

 

Message                         Virtually There 

 

Offertory Prayer 

 

Offertory  

 

Doxology Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow-UMH 95 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Invitation 
 

Hymn of Invitation   Christ is Alive—UMH 318 

 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

His love in death shall never die. 
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Christ is alive! No longer bound 

To distant years in Palestine, 

He comes to claim the here and now 

And dwell in every place and time. 

 

Not throned afar, remotely high, 

Untouched, unmoved by human pains, 

But daily, in the midst of life, 

Our Savior in the Godhead reigns. 

 

In every insult, rift, and war, 

Where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 

He suffers still, yet loves the more, 

And lives, though ever crucified. 

 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

Good news to this and every age, 

Till earth and all creation ring 

With joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

Benediction 

 

Sending Forth    Will the Circle Be Unbroken// Shall We Gather at the River 

 

Will the circle be unbroken 

By and by, Lord, by and by? 

There's a better home awaiting 

In the sky, Lord, in the sky. 
 

Shall we gather at the river, 

Where bright angel feet have trod, 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God? 
 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 
 

Ere we reach the shining river, 

Lay we every burden down; 

Grace our spirits will deliver, 

and provide a robe and crown. 
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Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river; 

Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

 

Will the circle be unbroken 

By and by, Lord, by and by? 

There's a better home awaiting 

In the sky, Lord, in the sky. 

 
 

 

Worship leadership today: 

 

John Fleming    Pastor, First United Methodist 

Susan Beall     Director, Music & Worship 

Greta Cuellar    Certified Lay Leader 

Yvonne Chang    Accompanist 

Joe Bob Jones    Musician 

Brad Chrustawka    Musician 

Brandon McGilvray   Scripture Reader     

 

 

Reminders 

 

Second Time Around Resale  Will remain closed until further notice as 

we safeguard the health of our volunteers. 

 

Church Office Hours  Will be disrupted during this time.  Please contact 

Debbie Faulkner’s cell if you need assistance  760-641-8102. 

 

Learning Tree  Follows the Gainesville ISD calendar and is closed for the 

remainder of the school year. Email Phil Newton with any questions 

about registration.  phil@fumcgainesville.org. 

 

Stay updated by visiting our Website:  fumcgainesville.org or  

Facebook page. 


